
 

 

 

 

Spring Forum & AGM Agenda 

Wednesday, April 25, 2018, 9:30 A.M. – 3:30 P.M 

Mundy Park Fieldhouse, 629 Hillcrest Street, Coquitlam 

 

Special thanks to the City of Coquitlam for hosting 

  

9:00 – 9:30 A.M. Registration & Light Breakfast 

9:30 A.M. Welcome & Introduction 

9:40 A.M. 

Landscape Ecology, Population Dynamics, and Mitigation Efforts for Introduced Bullfrogs in 

British Columbia 

Rylee Murray, PhD Candidate, Earth2Ocean Research Group, Simon Fraser University 

10:10 A.M. 
The Importance of Community Involvement in Restoration of Natural Areas 

Elise Galuska, Parks Resource Technician, City of Coquitlam 

10:35 A.M. Break 

10:50 A.M. 
An Integrative Ecological Restoration Management Approach 

Krista Voth, Program Coordinator, Pacific Spirit Park Society 

11:10 A.M. ISCMV AGM (see separate agenda) 

12:00 P.M. Lunch (provided) 

1:00 P.M. 
Invasive Species Management Updates for Metro Vancouver 

Graham Watson, Operations Manager, ISCMV 

1:15 P.M. 

Regional Invasive Plant Risk Ranking Tool for Metro Vancouver: Update & Small Group Discussion 

Fiona Steele, Associate & Senior Biologist, Diamond Head Consulting 

Tasha Murray, Executive Director, ISCMV 

2:00 P.M. 

Biocontrol – What It Is and How Microbial Control Fits In 

Dr. Jenny S. Cory, Thelma Finlayson Chair in Biological Control, Dept of Biological Sciences, 

Simon Fraser University 

2:25 P.M. 

Field Verification of Invasive Vegetation Identification Through Remote Sensing and UAV 

Technology 

Ali Bryant, Torin Kelly, Gwynifyre Taylor, students, Forest and Natural Areas Management, BCIT 

2:45P.M. 

What’s Happening Next Door: Updates from Neighbouring Regional Invasive Species 

Committees 

Kathy Ma, Executive Director, Fraser Valley Invasive Species Council 

Kalenna Olynyck, Field Crew Manager, Sea to Sky Invasive Species Council 

3:05 P.M. 
Updates from the Regional District 

Laurie Bates-Frymel, Senior Environmental Planner, Metro Vancouver 

3:20 P.M. 
Closing Comments 

Melinda Yong, ISCMV Chair 

3:30 P.M. Good-bye! 



ISCMV 2018 AGM Agenda 

April 25, 2018 

11:10 AM – Noon 
 

 

Chair: Melinda Yong 

 

1. Approve 2017 AGM minutes 

2. 2017 ISCMV Year-in-review 

2.1. Society highlights (Tasha Murray) 

2.2. Operations highlights (Graham Watson) 

3. Presentation of financial statements (Ralph Nevill) 

4. Recognitions (Tasha Murray) 

4.1. Partners 

4.2. Staff & Board of Directors 

4.3. Departing directors 

5. Appointment of the 2018-2021 ISCMV Directors 

6. Upcoming events (Tasha Murray) 

7. Close AGM 

 

  



Presentations Descriptions & Bios 

 

 

Landscape Ecology, Population Dynamics, and Mitigation Efforts for Introduced Bullfrogs in British 

Columbia 

Rylee Murray, PhD Candidate, Earth2Ocean Research Group, Simon Fraser University 

 

Bullfrogs were introduced to British Columbia in large numbers in the first half of the 20th 

century, but until lately their presence was largely ignored and impacts not well studied. Rylee 

will present a body of evidence from recent research on bullfrog ecology in British Columbia 

that will help introduced species practitioners make decisions about prioritizing bullfrog 

mitigation, and aid in the conservation of native species and ecosystems. 

 

Rylee Murray is a PhD Candidate in the Earth2Ocean Research Group at Simon Fraser University, 

where he is currently assessing the impacts of decreased stream flow from hydropower development 

and climate change on amphibians in the Pacific Northwest. However, since 2011, he has worked as a 

university researcher to study landscape scale bullfrog habitat preferences and movement, and 

population dynamics and threats to native amphibians in the Fraser Valley, coastal British Columbia, 

and Washington State to inform conservation actions. He is a member of the Canadian Oregon 

Spotted Frog Recovery Team: a collaboration of the Ministries of Environment and Forests & Lands, 

Environment Canada and other federal departments, local first nations, and conservation 

organizations that seeks to use the findings of collaborative research programs to reverse declines in 

this critically endangered frog. 

 

 

The Importance of Community Involvement in Restoration of Natural Areas 

Elise Galuska, Parks Resource Technician, City of Coquitlam 

 

Elise will present on a restoration project, initiated in 2009 and completed in 2016, located in 

the low lands of Como Creek Watershed. The area has been heavily affected by industry and 

as a result, much damage to the natural area has occurred. The restoration project was 

implemented to restore vegetation and habitat to Lower Como Creek increasing the health of 

the creek and riparian area. This covers close to 6645 m², the project has had 1000’s of plants 

planted and 100’s of hours from community volunteers.  The success of this project results 

from community involvement and dedicated volunteers. 

 

Elise is an employee with the City of Coquitlam in the Urban Forestry Division of Parks working as the 

Parks Resource Technician. She has a diverse background of work experience in the mining sector and 

in conservation, most recently in a grizzly bear density project located in Southwest Alberta. Elise has 

performed work for many groups including the Stanley Park Ecological Society, aiding in the research 

of wintering waterbirds that use Stanley Parks foreshore as over-wintering feeding grounds. Elise is a 

graduate of British Columbia Institute of Technology’s (BCIT) Fish, Wildlife and Recreation Diploma 

Program and is currently finishing her Bachelors of Science in Environmental Practice with Royal 

Roads University.  

 

 

  



An Integrative Ecological Restoration Management Approach 

Krista Voth, Program Coordinator, Pacific Spirit Park Society (PSPS) 

 

Krista will present an ecological restoration program model aimed at integrating education, 

data collection and stewardship efforts. This model has been used by PSPS to support adaptive 

management strategies and increase the effectiveness of restoration work in sites that are 

impacted by invasive plants.   

 

Krista has a keen interest in the way urban parks and green spaces are used and cared for by the 

public. As the PSPS Program Coordinator, she develops and supports ecological monitoring 

stewardship, and education programming in Pacific Spirit Regional Park. Krista is also the Co-Chair of 

the Jericho Stewardship Group, focusing on enhancing and maintaining the diverse ecosystems in 

Vancouver's Jericho Park. With a background in education and geography, she values both the social 

and environmental components of ecological restoration. Collaboration with municipal, regional, and 

federal government agencies, as well as other not-for-profits, has been a fundamental part of 

successful program development.   

 

 

 

Regional Invasive Plant Risk Ranking Tool for Metro Vancouver: Update & Small Group Discussion 

Fiona Steele, Associate & Senior Biologist, Diamond Head Consulting 

Tasha Murray, ISCMV Executive Director 

 

The ISCMV has been working on a formal update to the regional priority species list. Fiona and 

Tasha will present the goal of this project, the process of developing a risk ranking tool, and a 

current draft of the priority ranking list for ~100 species. Participants will be invited to review 

the list and provide feedback on the process and implications for use of this regional resource. 

 

Fiona is a professional biologist at Diamond Head Consulting with 20 years of experience in the fields 

of ecology, forestry and GIS. Through an evolving career her passion for native plants has led her to 

specialize in ecosystem restoration and invasive plant management within urban areas. Recent work 

has included collaborating with several Lower Mainland municipalities to create policy and strategic 

plans for managing invasive species. She frequently carries out invasive plant inventories, develops 

habitat restoration plans and coordinates large scale invasive plant treatment programs. Fiona is in 

her second term on the Board of Directors of the Invasive Species Council of Metro Vancouver. 

 

Tasha holds a B.Sc. (Ecology & Environmental Biology) from Thompson River University and a Master’s 

of Science in Teaching from Portland State University. She has been involved in conservation in the 

Pacific Northwest for over twenty years and has worked extensively to manage invasive plants. She 

has worked for the ISCMV since 2008. As the Executive Director she is currently leading the ISCMV 

team. Her passions at the ISCMV are the outreach & education program and running behind-the-

scenes of the society. 

 

  



 

Biocontrol – What It Is and How Microbial Control Fits In 

Dr. Jenny S. Cory, Thelma Finlayson Chair in Biological Control, Dept of Biological Sciences, Simon 

Fraser University 

 

Dr. Cory will give an overview of the different types of biological pest controls and what they 

are used for. She will also cover some examples of classical biological control and then discuss 

how we can also use microbes to control pests. 

 

Dr. Cory has been a professor at Simon Fraser University for 10 years. She is the Director of the 

Masters in Pest Management program and teaches graduate courses on Biological Control, in addition 

to undergraduate courses in Pest Management and Disease Ecology. Her research mainly focuses on 

insect pathogens, both their ecology and evolution and their use in pest management, although 

research in her lab has also covered weed biocontrol, the use of parasitoids in greenhouses, predators 

and fundamental pest ecology. Prior to working at SFU, she was based briefly in northern Ontario and 

before that based the UK, with a BSc from Sheffield University and PhD from Oxford University. There 

she was involved in a variety of pest management projects in both agriculture and forestry within the 

UK and overseas. 

 

 

 

Field Verification of Invasive Vegetation Identification Through Remote Sensing and UAV 

Technology 

Ali Bryant, Torin Kelly and Gwynifyre Taylor, students, Forest and Natural Areas Management, BCIT 

 

Ali, Torin, and Gwynifyre will present their findings on the feasibility and accuracy of replacing 

ground surveys of invasive plant species with aerial images captured by multispectral satellites 

and unmanned aircraft vehicles (UAV) at Boundary Bay Regional Park. They will also discuss 

the accuracy of running a supervised classification on the satellite imagery, determining if time 

spent doing manual interpretation of large areas can be reduced.  

 

Ali, Torin, and Gwynifyre are graduating from the Forest and Natural Areas Management diploma 

from BCIT in Spring 2018. Ali has worked with BC Timber Sales in silviculture operations for one 

season and currently works for the Ministry of FLNRORD. Torin and Gwynifyre have worked in 

knotweed management and various restoration projects over the past year; they currently work in 

invasive species management in the urban environment. 

 

 

What’s Happening Next Door: Updates from Neighbouring Regional Invasive Species Committees 

Kathy Ma, Executive Director, Fraser Valley Invasive Species Council 

Kalenna Olynyck, Field Crew Manager, Sea to Sky Invasive Species Council 

 

Kathy and Kalenna will give updates on the invasive species management work that is being 

carried out by our neighbouring regional invasive species committees. 

 

  



 

Kathy Ma graduated from SFU with a Bachelor of Science in Physical Geography/Biogeophysical 

science. She is a Registered Articling Agrologist with experience in both agricultural and 

environmental areas of integrated pest management. She joined the FVISS initially in 2016 to survey 

invasive plants on agricultural land, and again in 2017 as the executive director. Kathy is hoping to 

help the FVISS extend invasive work for non-plants species, expand outreach and communications, 

and increase partnerships with indigenous and other community groups. 

 

Kalenna holds a B.Sc. (Honours in Ecology and Evolutionary Biology) from the University of British 

Columbia. She moved from Ontario in 2013 and has since developed a passion to protect and manage 

the beautiful ecosystems found in British Columbia. She has been with the Sea to Sky Invasive Species 

Council for four years and is the Field Program Manager. Her favourite projects include aquatic 

habitat inventories, improving data management systems, and ecosystem restoration. In her spare 

time, Kalenna likes to ski, mountain bike, and rock climb. 

 

 

Updates from the Regional District 

Laurie Bates-Frymel, MCIP, RPP, Senior Regional Planner, Metro Vancouver 

 

Laurie will provide an update on the 2018 work plan for Metro Vancouver’s Regional Planning 

Advisory Committee – Invasive Species and Environment Subcommittees. 

 

Laurie Bates-Frymel is a Senior Regional Planner in Metro Vancouver’s Regional Planning - 

Environment Group. Laurie coordinates Metro Vancouver’s Regional Planning Advisory Committee – 

Invasive Species and Environment subcommittees, as well as Metro Vancouver’s feedback on 

environmental assessments for proposed major projects. She is also leading the review of Metro 

Vancouver’s 2011 Ecological Health Action Plan. Laurie holds a bachelor’s degree in Meteorology, an 

after-degree in Environmental Physics and Chemistry (both from the University of Alberta), a 

Sustainable Community Development Certificate from Simon Fraser University. She is a Registered 

Professional Planner and an ISCMV Board member. 


