
 

 

 

 

Spring Forum & AGM Agenda 

Wednesday, May 1, 2019, 9:30 A.M. – 3:30 P.M 

Langley Events Centre (Level 3, Banquet Hall) 

7888 200 Street, Langley, British Columbia 

 

 

 Special thanks to the Township of Langley for hosting  

  

9:00 – 9:30 A.M. Registration & Light Breakfast 

9:30 A.M. Welcome & Introduction 

9:45 A.M. 

Updates on Invasive Vegetation Surveys Through Remote Sensing and UAV Technology & Reed 

Canary Grass Management Trials 

Hélène Marcoux, BCIT 

10:10 A.M. 

An Evaluation of Tilling and Herbicide Treatment for Control of Wild Chervil (Anthriscus sylvestris 

(L.) Hoffm.) in Metro Vancouver Regional Parks 

Kevin Shantz, Metro Vancouver Regional Parks 

10:40 A.M. Break 

10:55 A.M. 
The Bullfrog Problem – Re-Shaping the Future of Wetland Recovery 

Aleesha Switzer, Fraser Valley Conservancy 

11:25 A.M. ISCMV AGM (see separate agenda below) 

12:00 P.M. Lunch (provided) 

1:00 P.M. 

What’s Happening Next Door: Updates from Neighbouring Regional Invasive Species 

Committees 

Kathy Ma, Fraser Valley Invasive Species Council 

Micaela Anguita, Sea to Sky Invasive Species Council 

1:20 P.M. 
Earlier springs and species invasions: How climate change is reshaping plant communities 

Elizabeth M Wolkovich, University of British Columbia 

1:55 P.M. 
Updates from the Regional District 

Laurie Bates-Frymel, Metro Vancouver 

2:10 P.M. 
Watershed Stewards do it… Cheap and Easy – Invasive species management in Langley 

Lisa Dreves, Langley Environmental Partners Society 

2:35 P.M. 

Invasive plant species in Metro Vancouver: How invasive plant occurrences can be explained by 

socio-economic factors, greenspace type, and the public’s risk perception 

Nguyet-Anh (Ann) Nguyen, University of British Columbia 

3:00 P.M. 
Italian arum – an emerging plant invader 

Jeannine Johnstone, Stanley Park Ecology Society 

3:15 P.M. Closing comments 

3:30 P.M. Good-bye! 



ISCMV 2018 AGM Agenda 

May 1, 2019 

11:10 AM – Noon 
 

 

Chair: Melinda Yong 

 

1. Approve 2018 AGM minutes 

2. 2018 ISCMV Year-in-review (Tasha Murray) 

3. Presentation of financial statements (Ralph Nevill) 

4. Recognitions (Tasha Murray) 

4.1. Partners 

4.2. Staff & Board of Directors 

4.3. Departing directors 

5. Election of the 2019-2022 ISCMV Directors (Scott Walmsley) 

6. Upcoming events (Tasha Murray) 

7. Close AGM 

 

  



Presentations Descriptions & Bios 
 

 

Updates on Invasive Vegetation Surveys Through Remote Sensing and UAV Technology & Reed 

Canary Grass Management Trials 

Hélène Marcoux, Instructor, Forest and Natural Areas Management (FNAM), BCIT 

 

Hélène will present on new findings from two BCIT research projects focusing on reed canary 

grass (Phalaris arundinacea) management – mapping its extent using remote sensing 

technology (imagery captured using UAV) and controlling its invasion using site preparation 

and native shrub treatments. Both research projects are part of a multi-year effort by BCIT 

FNAM students with two project partners – City of Surrey and Metro Vancouver Regional 

Parks.  

 

Hélène Marcoux is an instructor in the Forest and Natural Areas Management diploma program at BC 

Institute of Technology (BCIT). Hélène has over 15 years of field experience and expertise in forest 

ecology, GIS and mapping, fire sciences, ecological restoration and soil sciences. She holds a MSc (UBC 

Forest Sciences) and BSc (U of Alberta, Land Reclamation). She has been involved in several applied 

restoration research projects included oil sands reclamation using salvaged forest-floor (LFH), invasive 

plant management of fire-guards in National Parks using seeding treatments, and arctic diamond 

mines reclamation using soil amendments and native propagules. 

 

 

An Evaluation of Tilling and Herbicide Treatment for Control of Wild Chervil (Anthriscus sylvestris 

(L.) Hoffm.) in Metro Vancouver Regional Parks 

Kevin Shantz, Research Officer, Metro Vancouver Regional Parks 

 

Wild chervil was introduced from Europe and is suspected to have arrived to North America in 

wild flower seed mixes. It has become widespread from Newfoundland to Ontario and is now 

found throughout the Pacific Northwest. The range of wild chervil continues to expand and it 

has become more prevalent in BC’s lower mainland. Kevin will present recent research which 

will help natural resource managers evaluate and apply a choice of two treatment and control 

options for wild chervil. The evidence presented will help practitioners limit damage to 

terrestrial ecosystems and restore habitat conditions where applicable to traditionally-

managed ‘old-field’ mostly free of wild chervil and fit for hay production. 

 

Kevin Shantz is a Research Officer with Metro Vancouver Regional Parks where he currently operates 

within the Monitoring and Applied Research Unit. He has worked with Regional Parks since 2003 and 

now provides research design, implementation and analytical services to support system-wide 

projects and programs. Kevin’s role involves standardizing study approaches and the provision of 

technical services to a variety of internal customers and departmental staff from a broad cross-section 

of Metro Vancouver divisions and departments. He is a graduate of British Columbia Institute of 

Technology’s Bachelors of Science in Ecological Restoration Program and has completed a Master of 

Science in Environment and Management from Royal Roads University. 

 

 

  



The Bullfrog Problem – Re-Shaping the Future of Wetland Recovery 

Aleesha Switzer, Project Biologist, Fraser Valley Conservancy 

 

This presentation will review bullfrog identification, life history, and South Coast invasion 

history as well as South Coast wetland species at risk and Bullfrog impacts/risks. Bullfrog 

habitat preferences and dispersal patterns and control methods, costs and challenges will also 

be discussed. Aleesha will encourage the re-thinking of recovery – habitat restoration for SAR, 

stopping public dispersal of bullfrogs and integration and adaptation. Amphibian identification 

guide handouts will be available. 

 

Aleesha Switzer is a biologist with the Fraser Valley Conservancy working primarily on Precious Frog 

project for nearly five years. The Precious Frog project aims to recover the endangered Oregon 

Spotted Frog (Rana pretiosa) in the Fraser Valley through a holistic approach of wetland restoration 

and enhancement, public education, local government relationships, and ecosystem-based thinking. 

Aleesha is currently pursuing a MA in Environmental Education and brings her unique frog perception 

and passionate enthusiasm to her work as a biologist and as an educator. 

 

 

What’s Happening Next Door: Updates from Neighbouring Regional Invasive Species Committees 

Kathy Ma, Executive Director, Fraser Valley Invasive Species Council 

Micaela Anguita, Field Program Co-Manager, Sea to Sky Invasive Species Council 

 

Kathy and Micaela will give updates on the invasive species management work happening in 

our neighbouring regions. 

 

Kathy Ma graduated from SFU with a Bachelor of Science in Physical Geography/Biogeophysical 

science. She is a Registered Articling Agrologist with experience in both agricultural and 

environmental areas of integrated pest management. She joined the FVISS initially in 2016 to survey 

invasive plants on agricultural land, and again in 2017 as the executive director. Kathy is hoping to 

help the FVISS extend invasive work for non-plants species, expand outreach and communications, 

and increase partnerships with indigenous and other community groups. 

 

Micaela Anguita is one of the Co-Managers for the field program at SSISC. She grew up in Chile, but 

has lived in the Sea to Sky corridor for over 10 years. She is currently completing her Bachelor of 

Science in Natural Resource Conservation at UBC. Micaela has worked for SSISC for the past 4 years 

both in the field as a crew member and lead hand, as well as with the education and outreach portion 

of the organization as a lead hand. 

 

 

Earlier springs and species invasions: How climate change is reshaping plant communities 

Elizabeth M Wolkovich, Associate Professor of Forest & Conservation Sciences, University of British 

Columbia 

Dr. Wolkovich is interested in how communities assemble and dis-assemble with global change. She 

draws on theory from temporal community ecology with perspectives from population and ecosystem 

ecology, evolutionary biology, and climatology. Though she tends to address fundamental questions 

with hypotheses informed by theory and models her research generally has strong applied angles. 

 



In particular much of her work to date has examined the causes and consequences of plant invasions 

and the effects of climate change on the temporal assembly of plant communities. 

 

 

Updates from the Regional District 

Laurie Bates-Frymel, MCIP, RPP, Senior Regional Planner, Metro Vancouver 

 

Laurie will provide an update on the 2019 work plan for Metro Vancouver’s Regional Planning 

Advisory Committee – Invasive Species and Environment Subcommittees. 

 

Laurie Bates-Frymel is a Senior Regional Planner in Metro Vancouver’s Regional Planning - 

Environment Group. Laurie coordinates Metro Vancouver’s Regional Planning Advisory Committee – 

Invasive Species and Environment subcommittees, as well as Metro Vancouver’s feedback on 

environmental assessments for proposed major projects. She is also leading the review of Metro 

Vancouver’s 2011 Ecological Health Action Plan. Laurie holds a bachelor’s degree in Meteorology, an 

after-degree in Environmental Physics and Chemistry (both from the University of Alberta), a 

Sustainable Community Development Certificate from Simon Fraser University. She is a Registered 

Professional Planner and an ISCMV Board member. 

 

 

Watershed Stewards do it… Cheap and Easy – Invasive species management in Langley 

Lisa Dreves, Langley Stewardship Coordinator, Langley Environmental Partners Society 

 

Lisa has been with LEPS since 1998. She is a graduate technician and holds a diploma in Environmental 

Protection Technology. She has coordinated the mapping of six watersheds in Langley, and completed 

the Township of Langley Watercourse Classification Project. Lisa coordinates 4 volunteer stewardship 

groups, and oversees LEPS’ invasive species projects. 

 

 

Invasive plant species in Metro Vancouver: How invasive plant occurrences can be explained by 

socio-economic factors, greenspace type, and the public’s risk perception 

Nguyet-Anh (Ann) Nguyen, MSc student in Forestry, University of British Columbia 

 

Ann will present her research work at UBC, which focus on using statistical modelling 

techniques to understand invasive plant occurrences in Metro Vancouver. The first part of the 

project tested the association between socio-economic factors and invasive plants 

occurrences, and examined how greenspace type can be used in developing modelling 

framework to explain the occurrences of invasive plants. The second part aims to assess the 

public’s risk perception of invasive plants in Metro Vancouver. 

 

Ann Nguyen is a MSc student in Forestry at the University of British Columbia (UBC). She holds a 

Bachelor’s degree in Natural Resources Management from Vietnam National University of Forestry 

(VNUF). She is interested in interdisciplinary research topic, which is the combination of technical 

applications and social dimensions in sustainable natural resources management. She loves learning 

about urban forestry and how public involvement and public perception affect urban forestry 

management. She has a passion for applying both quantitative and qualitative data analyses to build 

up a set of indicators for sustainable management planning. 

  



Italian arum – an emerging plant invader 

Jeannine Johnstone, Stewardship Coordinator, Stanley Park Ecology Society 

 

Jeannine joined the SPES team in the fall of 2017. She has a B.Env. from SFU in Global Environmental 

Systems, and has worked in environmental education for a number of years in North Vancouver. 

Jeannine grew up playing in the forest and along the coastlines of Vancouver and is passionate about 

adventuring in the outdoors. She loves that this job allows her to share her passions with students 

from all over the Lower Mainland. In her spare time, Jeannine enjoys making paper mache masks and 

sculptures, photography and exploring new places with her family. 


