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Agenda
• Invasive species 101
• High priority species
• Overview of MOTI program
• Best practices
• Resources
• Q & A



What is an invasive species?
• A non-native species
• Causes significant harm

Alan Chang



Impacts:
• Ecological
• Safety & infrastructure
• Economic



Where do they come from?

Play, Clean, Go



• Goals to reduce the cumulative impacts                                                        
caused by invasives

• Often, a combination of prevention and 
treatment strategies are most effective

Integrated Pest Management



Types of Control
Prevention: tips coming later!
Manual/Mechanical: digging, cutting, mowing, excavation, etc.
Chemical: herbicide application



Important Legislation
• BC Weed Control Act (WCA) Regulation

– Provincially & regionally noxious weeds

• Proposed Prohibited Noxious Weeds are not 
present in BC or very limited  candidates for 
the BC EDRR Program

• Integrated Pest Management Act regulates the 
sale and use of pesticides



Priority Species



Knotweed (Reynoutria/Koenigia species)
Provincial priority #: 1
WCA provincially noxious weeds



Knotweed Through the Year







Giant hogweed (Heracleum mantegazzianum)
Provincial priority #: 2
WCA provincially noxious weed

USDA APHIS PPQ - Oxford, 
North Carolina



Wild Chervil (Anthriscus sylvestris)
Provincial priority #: 8
WCA regionally noxious weed (Fraser Valley)

FVRD



Poison Hemlock (Conicum maculatum)
Provincial priority #: 3

Kevin Li, City of Delta

Kevin Li, City of Delta



Tree of Heaven/Chinese Sumac
(Ailanthus altissima)
Provincial priority #: not listed



Butterbur/Fuki (Pestasites hybridus)
NEW Provincial priority #: 6

Credit: Carmen Rosen



Other Invasive Trees to Exclude on Landscape Plans

• Tamarisk/salt cedar
• Princess tree/Empress tree
• Russian olive
• Black locust
• Norway maple
• English holly
• Golden chain tree
• Many more…

English holly



Many Other Species

Garlic mustard #10

Teasel #16

Gorse

Scotch broom #19

Blueweed #15
Sven-Arne Karlsson, Flickr

David Cappaert,Bugwood.org



MOTI’s Invasive Species 
Management Program
• > $2M annual budget
• Work with local committees & 

contractors to survey and treat 
invasive plants

• Support provincial initiatives 



Regional Committees/ 
Contractors on the 
South Coast

Committee/ContractorService Area

• Fraser Valley Invasive Species                
Society (FVISS)

7 Fraser Valley

• Invasive Species Council of Metro 
Vancouver (ISCMV)

• Operations contractor Diamond Head 
Consulting (coordinated by Deirdre Bruce)

6 Lower 
Mainland

• Contractors (coordinated by Deirdre 
Bruce)

5 Sunshine 
Coast

• Diamond Head Consulting (coordinated 
by Deirdre Bruce)

• Sea to Sky Invasive Species               
Council (SSISC) (north)

4 Howe Sound

• Contractors (coordinated by Deirdre 
Bruce)

1-3 Van. Island



Invasive Species & Transportation Activities

CAPITAL & 
REHAB 

PROJECTS

DEVELOPMENT 
APPROVAL

• Treat in advance
• Avoid if possible
• Contract specifications

• Permitting process• Environmental 
Management Plan

• Local Area Specification

ROAD & 
BRIDGE 

MAINTENANCE 



Metro Vancouver Priority Activities 2023

SpeciesActivity
giant hogweed, wild chervil, poison 
hemlock, gorse, white Spanish broom, 
shiny geranium and teasel

Early season treatment

knotweed (3 species: Bohemian, giant, 
Japanese), teasel, Himalayan balsam, 
blueweed

Regular season 
treatment

Purple loosestrifeSurveying for presence 
of biocontrol agents

Yellow flag iris, tree of Heaven, Japanese 
butterbur 

Inventory



J. Grenz

Use Best Practices



J. Grenz

Key Best Practices

1. Identify and plan maintenance activities

2. Report

3. Keep equipment clean

4. Minimize roadside disturbance & retain desirable vegetation

5. Coordinate activities



J. Grenz

Key Best Practices
6. Practice effective mowing and brushing

7. Ditch effectively

8. Manage source and waste materials

9. Remove invasive plants prior to seed set

10. Restore disturbed sites

11. Re-seed



Report Invasives

• Learn to ID local species
• Send a photo to an expert
• Free Report Invasives BC app

– Upload photos
– Note whether MOTI jurisdiction
– Any site challenges (e.g., streams, access)

• Phone 1 888 WEEDSBC (1 888 933-3722) or 
online reporting form



Provincial Database
• Currently: Invasive Alien Plant Program (IAPP) 

database contains invasive plant surveys, treatments, 
and plans

• Launching soon: New database InvasivesBC



Signage



Learn More, Share Knowledge

• Consider your role
• Educate others
• Refer challenging people or 

questions to regional experts



Videos



Resources Coming to Your
• All links/documents mentioned, webinar slides & recording
• Invasive Species Roadside website
• Short evaluation form



Tasha Murray
Invasive Species Council

of Metro Vancouver
778-681-8358

tmurray@iscmv.ca
www.iscmv.ca

Deirdre Bruce
Treatment Coordinator

250-816-7328
dbruceservices@gmail.com

Krista Englund
Environmental Coordinator, MOTI

310 – 1500 Woolridge Street
Coquitlam, BC  V3K 0B8
Office #: 236-468-1959

Cell #: 604-862-7004
Krista.Englund@gov.bc.ca


