
 

 

 

 

 

Fall Forum & Field Tours 

Thursday, September 26, 2019 from 9:30 AM – 4:00 PM 

Eagles Hall, 23461 Fern Crescent, Maple Ridge 

AGENDA 
 

 

Thanks to the Fraternal Order of Eagles #2831 for venue subsidy and International Stage Lines for shuttle subsidy. 

We acknowledge the financial assistance of the Province of British Columbia.  

9:00 – 9:30 A.M. Registration & Light Breakfast 

9:30 A.M. Welcome & Introduction 

9:40 A.M. 

Building Capacity in the Northern St'át'imc Communities: Working Toward Managing Invasives on 

Traditional Territory of Indigenous Land 

Jacquie Rasmussen, Executive Director, Lillooet Regional Invasive Species Society 

10:05 A.M 
Habitat Heroes: A Youth-Driven Project in BC 

Jennie McCaffrey, Training Coordinator, Invasive Species Council of British Columbia 

10:25 A.M. Break 

10:45 A.M. 
Emerging Invasive Species in Metro Vancouver 

Tasha Murray, Executive Director, Invasive Species Council of Metro Vancouver 

11:05 A.M. 
eDNA – Seeing the Unseen 

Jared Hobbs, Senior Biologist, J Hobbs Ecological Consulting Ltd. 

11:50 A.M. Wrap-up and instructions for field tours 

12:00 P.M. Lunch (provided) 

12:45 P.M. Begin boarding buses (please take all your belongings with you!) 

1:00 – 4:00 P.M. 

Concurrent field tours – choose only 1 (see descriptions below). Participants will travel via shuttle 

buses to sites focusing on different themes*: 
 

1. Maple Ridge Tour 

Tour host: Gail Szostek, Environmental Coordinator, City of Maple Ridge 
 

2. Alien Nation – The Kanaka Experience 

Tour hosts:  Ross Davies, Education Coordinator, Kanaka Education and Environmental 

Partnership Society 

Janice Jarvis, Natural Resource Management Specialist, Metro Vancouver Regional Parks 

Roy Teo, Natural Resource Management Technician, Metro Vancouver Regional Parks 
 

3. River Heritage Centre and Allco Fish Hatchery 

Tour hosts:  Greta Borick-Cunningham: Executive Director, ARMS 

Sophie Sparrow, Environmental Projects & Communications Coordinator, ARMS 

Dan Mikolay: Wildsafe BC, Bear & Cougar Aware 
 

*Please dress for the weather as all tours will involve disembarking buses to visit field sites. All tours will 

depart and return to the Eagles Hall. Return time is approximate – all tours will aim to return by 4:00 P.M. 

4:00 P.M. Good-bye when your bus returns! 



 

ISCMV Fall Forum Agenda  –  Page 2 

PRESENTATIONS 
 

 

Building Capacity in the Northern St'át'imc Communities: Working Toward Managing Invasives on 

Traditional Territory of Indigenous Land 

Jacquie Rasmussen, B.Sc. (Geography & Environmental Studies), Executive Director, Lillooet Regional 

Invasive Species Society 

 

Jacquie Rasmussen has worked as the Executive Director for the Lillooet Regional Invasive Species 

Society since 2012. She is a Professional Agrologist that started working in the field of natural 

resource management and invasives 25 years ago. Jacquie has made it her priority to build 

relationships and collaborative projects with local indigenous communities throughout her career. 

She has worked for the BC government in the Range Department and other not for profits in the 

agriculture sector. She lives in Lillooet with her husband, 2 kids and 2 dogs on 25 acres. 

 

 

Habitat Heroes: A Youth-Driven Project in BC 

Jennie McCaffrey, Training Coordinator, Invasive Species Council of British Columbia 

 

This new project empowers youth to make a difference in their communities through 

innovative and exciting projects designed to reduce the impact of invasive species and driven 

by the youth themselves. 

 

For over ten years, Jennie has been an educator focused on experiential, place-based learning that 

exists outside. Working on curriculum-linked programming through both design and delivery, Jennie 

has collaborated with a number of non-profit organizations that aim to change behaviours and 

empower participants to protect the environment. Some of Jennie’s experience includes designing 

and delivering experiential environmental programming at the Vancouver Aquarium Marine Science 

Centre, serving as a Director for the BIG Little Science Centre, Chairing the Lower Mainland Museum 

Educator’s group and teaching M.Ed. candidates as a sessional instructor at UBC. Jennie is the primary 

consultant for Engaging Change Consulting, and is currently working with the Invasive Species Council 

of BC on their Youth Project, Habitat Heroes. 

 

 

Emerging Invasive Species in Metro Vancouver 

Tasha Murray, ISCMV Executive Director 

 

Learn about some of newest invaders to our region, how to identify them and how to report 

them. 

 

Tasha holds a B.Sc. (Ecology & Environmental Biology) from Thompson River University and a Master’s 

of Science in Teaching from Portland State University. She has been involved in conservation in the 

Pacific Northwest for over twenty years and has worked extensively to manage invasive species. She 

has worked for the ISCMV since 2008. As the Executive Director she is currently leading the ISCMV 
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team. Her passions at the ISCMV are the outreach & education program and running behind-the-

scenes of the society. 

 

 

eDNA – Seeing the Unseen 

Jared Hobbs M.Sc., R.P.Bio., Senior Biologist, J Hobbs Ecological Consulting Ltd. 

 

Environmental DNA (eDNA) is a relatively new monitoring method that is increasingly being 

used for survey of taxa, including vertebrates, invertebrates, and plants. It is a highly effective, 

cost-efficient and non-invasive method that relies on the detection of genetic materials using 

laboratory analysis to detect DNA from the target taxa. Learn from renowned subject matter 

expert and leading researcher in the field of eDNA, Jared Hobbs, about the applications of 

eDNA in field programs, including invasive species projects. 

 

Jared Hobbs is a professional biologist with 25 years of applied experience designing and leading 

species assessment and conservation projects at both the local and provincial scale. His expertise is 

widely recognized, trusted and respected from his extensive work on many taxonomic clades. Jared 

has extensive experience in both interior and coastal ecosystems on a diverse array of species. 

 

Since 2014, Jared has been applying eDNA methods into his standard practices leading or supporting 

delivery of over 70 eDNA projects in BC, Alberta, the Northwest Territories and Yukon. Initially 

projects were focused on species at risk; more recently focus has expanded to include projects 

focused on fish and invasive species. Jared is the lead author for BC MOE RISC standards (accepted in 

2016), providing detailed instruction on protocol for field collection of samples from lentic and lotic 

systems. Jared also continues to work collaboratively with the University of Victoria genetics lab (Dr. 

Caren Helbing) and Bureau Veritas (formerly Maxxam Analytical) to develop and refine eDNA 

laboratory methods with recognition and funding grants secured (through BC Ignite) to support 

further advance of eDNA analytical methods.  

 

Jared has co-authored several published papers on eDNA lab practices, case studies and a recent 

white paper for Canadian Standards Association to foster development and adoption of standards in 

eDNA applications throughout Canada. As a natural extension of this work Jared continues to provide 

training and support, to practitioners, to ensure rigor during adoption of eDNA methods by other 

environmental professionals. 
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FIELD TOURS 
 

1. Maple Ridge Tour 

 

Tour host: Gail Szostek, Environmental Co-ordinator, City of Maple Ridge 

 

Maple Ridge has been working on the issues of invasive plant management for a number of 

years. The City involves various departments in a multi-pronged approach to actively manage 

invasive plant species within its boundaries. Operations Staff have aided in safe removal of 

Giant Hogweed, and have policies around ditch maintenance to reduce knotweed spread.  

Parks has various processes to aid in management on conservation and park lands. Bylaws 

actively pursues knotweed management on private lands through its Noxious Weed Bylaw.  

Planning has Development Permit requirements that involve removal of invasives and 

subsequent maintenance on development sites. Volunteer stewardship groups also contribute 

greatly to invasive plant management along the major watersheds of the Alouette and Kanaka 

Rivers. This tour will visit various sites around the City of Maple Ridge to learn more about the 

City’s response to invasive species, offering up both successes and challenges to invasive 

management on a municipal government scale. 

 

Gail Szostek is the Environmental Co-ordinator for the City of Maple Ridge, where she has worked for 

over 15 years. Gail’s background in Horticulture, Arboriculture and Ecosystem Restoration have 

enhanced the Environment Section of the Planning Department, where much of the Invasive 

Management strategies were initiated. Currently Gail is responsible for much of the on-the-ground 

monitoring of invasive management on development sites. Her insights into the challenges of invasive 

management from a municipal government standpoint will enhance the tour that showcases 

municipal strategies currently in place. 

 

 

2. Alien Nation – The Kanaka Experience 

 

Tour hosts: Ross Davies, Education Coordinator, Kanaka Education and Environmental Partnership 

Society 

Janice Jarvis, Natural Resource Management Specialist, Metro Vancouver Regional Parks 

Roy Teo, Natural Resource Management Technician, Metro Vancouver Regional Parks 

 

Visit beautiful Kanaka Creek Regional Park! Learn about bear activity in the area, salmon and 

management of knotweed and blackberry (the latter an attractant that contributes to 

bear/human conflicts). Tour participants will also see an area of the park not open to the 

public where staff have been working on a number of invasive plants over the years. The final 

stop will be the Kanaka Creek Watershed Stewardship Centre and surrounding learning 

landscape which was designed as a 3-tier stormwater management system. 
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Ross Davies is the Education Coordinator for the Kanaka Education and Environmental Partnership 

Society. He has 35 years of habitat and stewardship experience, most of it in the Lower Mainland. 

 

Janice Jarvis a registered professional biologist and Roy Teo is a Natural Resource Management 

Technician with Metro Vancouver Regional Parks. Their focus is on resource management issues such 

as park habitat protection and restoration, invasive plant management and the development of a 

public stewardship program. 

 

 

3. Allco Fish Hatchery & Allco Park Tour 

Tour hosts: Greta Borick-Cunningham, Executive Director, Alouette River Management Society 

(ARMS) 

Sophie Sparrow, Environmental Projects & Communications Coordinator, ARMS 

Dan Mikolay, Wildsafe BC, Bear & Cougar Aware 

 

Part 1: Visit the Alouette River Management Society’s headquarters, the River Heritage Centre 

and learn about the Alouette Watershed. Tour the Allco Fish Hatchery and walk through each 

stage of the salmon life cycle. Allco Hatchery is only open for private tours like this as it is 

operated by BC Corrections and an Inmate Work Program. Identify the five Pacific Salmon and 

hopefully see this iconic keystone species spawning in the South Alouette River. A possible 

salmon dissection (dependent upon availability). Learn about the environmental implications 

of a dammed river and view a compensation project that was engineered in 2015 to rear 

overwintering coho fry. 

 

Part 2: Explore the wonders of Allco Park and learn about how to stay safe when confronted 

by wildlife. Know what to do and what not to do if you ever come face to face with a bear or 

cougar! Learn the all about these apex predators, what they eat, how they hunt, where they 

live and how to identify scat. 

 

The Alouette River Management Society (ARMS) is dedicated to proactively protecting and improving 

the Alouette Watershed and surrounding areas by creating a healthy environment connecting parks, 

trail systems, public centers and waterways. Volunteer supported, ARMS is involved in watershed 

inventory and monitoring, habitat restoration, public awareness and adopt-a-stream, liaising with all 

levels of government and private land owners, and working towards the protection of aquatic habitat. 

ARMS offers environmental education programs including fieldtrips, classroom and habitat programs, 

and day camps. 

 


