A Homeowner’s Guide to Defending Your Property
from Knotweed Invasion

An alien may be lurking at your doorstep. Knotweed,
native to Asia, can push its way through concrete
and grow up to 4cm a day. Its extensive root
system can damage your foundation, driveway, and
septic system. This guide will help you defend your
property from invasion.
Scan the QR codes to watch the videos
and learn more.

www.iscmv.ca/komp

Alien Profile
Location: Just about anywhere including
driveways, gardens, roads, ditches, creeks
Status: At Large in British Columbia
Description:
• Hollow, bamboo-like stems
• Distinct red coloured segments along the
stems
• Small white flowers
• Large green leaves
• Grows to 3m tall
Wanted for: Extensive damage to private
and public property and wreaking havoc on
the environment
Notes: Spreads by roots, seeds and
plant fragments.

www.iscmv.ca/komp/id

Property Values
and Legal Issues
Knotweed does not respect fences. The root systems
are capable of traveling 20m horizontally -- so if you
have it, your neighbour probably does too.
Knotweed is serious stuff. In the UK some
homeowners have been denied property insurance
or mortgages on properties with knotweed. Here in
BC, this hasn’t happened yet. The BC Weed Control
Act does require any land owner or occupier to
control knotweed on their property
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What Knot to Do
Do Knot - cut, weed whack or mow knotweed.
Knotweed is spread largely by small plant fragments
so these activities turn one plant into thousands.
Do Knot - dig out large infestations.
Knotweed roots can go as much as 3m deep and are
extensive. Any tiny root fragment left behind can
result in further growth.
Do Knot - put any knotweed parts in your home
composter. Knotweed cannot be reliably “cooked”
by your home composter. If you must cut it, put
it in your green waste for pick up so it can be
commercially composted by professionals.

www.iscmv.ca/komp/doknot

Knot Anymore
The most effective way to win the knotweed battle is
to use specially-selected herbicide. A product that can
attack knotweed’s extensive root system is required.
Call a company with certified applicators. They can
help you choose the appropriate treatment method
for your property and get the job done safely.
There is no silver bullet with knotweed. Knotweed can
take a few years of treatments to achieve control. Be
patient and committed to your treatment program and
you can defeat this stubborn alien and
protect your home.

www.iscmv.ca/komp/treatment

