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INVASIVE SPECIES COUNCIL OF METRO VANCOUVER

Annual General Meeting & Spring Forum
Thursday, May 11, 2023
1:30-4:30 P.M.

Mabbett Hall, Port Coquitlam Community Center, 2150 Wilson Avenue

1:00 PM Meeting room opens
1:30 P.M. Meeting Begins — Welcome & Introduction
Update on spotted lanternfly — The next big invader?
1:40 P.M. Tracy Hueppelsheuser, Entomologist, Plant and Animal Health Branch British Columbia
Ministry of Agriculture and Food
2:05 P.M Comparison of English holly management methods in Redwood Park, Surrey
' o Jocelyn Herbert, Natural Areas Technician, City of Surrey
ISCMV Annual General Meeting (Vice Chair Ken Crosby)
1. Approve 2022 AGM minutes
2. 2022/23 ISCMV Year-in-review (Tasha Murray)
2:25 P.M. 3. Presentation of financial statements (Treasurer Scott Walmsley)
4. Special Resolution
5. Recognitions (Tasha Murray)
6. Election of the 2023-2026 ISCMV Directors (Director Lisa Dreves)
2:45 P.M. Break
Eco-art with Invasive Plants
3:15 P.M. Grace Nombrado, Communication Coordinator for ISCMV & President of Free the Fern
Stewardship Society
The Glenbrook Ravine Restoration Project - A look at public restoration successes, plant
diversity, and recommendations for future restoration management
3:35P.M. . . .
Melanie Apps, Prospective Graduate of the Restoration of Natural Systems program,
University of Victoria
Atmospheric rivers and river invasions: knotweed population increase in the Chilliwack-
Vedder River after the November 2021 floods
3:55 P.M. . . . . -
David R. Clements, Assistant Dean of the Faculty of Natural and Applied Sciences, Trinity
Western University
4:20 P.M. Closing
4:30 P.M. Good-bye!




Presentations

Update on spotted lanternfly — The next big invader?
Tracy Hueppelsheuser, Entomologist, Plant and Animal Health Branch British Columbia Ministry of Agriculture
and Food

The presentation will cover pest biology and hosts, distribution, and impacts, what to look for and next
steps for BC.

Tracy Hueppelsheuser is a provincial entomologist for the British Columbia Ministry of Agriculture and Food
based in Abbotsford. Her work focuses on biology and pest management of established and invasive insect
species that impact BC agriculture. This includes insect identification, outreach and extension activities, policy
and regulation development, and some surveillance. The Ministry works closely with other organizations with
similar mandates and goals.

Comparison of English holly management methods in Redwood Park, Surrey, British Columbia
Jocelyn Herbert, Natural Areas Technician, City of Surrey

Jocelyn will present her research on comparing management methods for English holly in Redwood Park.
In her project, she compared the effectiveness of three different management methods (cutting, cut
stump with herbicide application, and stem injection) by counting the number of living sprouts before
treatment and one year post-treatment. She will discuss the survey design, treatment methods, results,
limitations, and most importantly, provide you with her management recommendations. Her research
will help practitioners make informed decisions about English holly management.

Jocelyn is a Natural Areas Technician and has been with the City of Surrey’s Urban Forestry section since 2016.
Her portfolio includes native tree and shrub planting, planting maintenance, invasive species management,
wildlife management and hazard tree assessments. One of her favourite parts of her job is supporting the
Surrey’s Natural Areas Partnership (SNAP) program where she mentors youth in environmental conservation.
She holds a Bachelor of Science degree in Biology from UFV and a diploma in Fish, Wildlife and Recreation from
BCIT. She is a Registered Professional Biologist (RPBio) and an ISA Certified Arborist. In her spare time, you’ll
likely find her hiking or playing board games.
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Eco-Art with Invasive Plants
Grace Nombrado, ISCMV Communication Coordinator & President of Free the Fern Stewardship Society

Grace will present how invasive plants can be transformed into functional eco-art. She will share videos,
photos, and samples of eco-art projects. Since 2021, Grace has been organizing eco-art workshops with
Free the Fern Stewardship Society, in partnership with artist Joshua Ralph. These workshops include:
basket weaving with ivy, bird nesting cages with Himalayan blackberry, pencil making with European
mountain ash, and paper making with a variety of invasive plants. Rather than simply disposing of
invasive plants, Grace encourages environmental stewards to look for creative new ways to use plant
material.

Grace Nombrado is the founder and president of Free the Fern Stewardship Society in South Vancouver. She has
a background in teaching and loves to lead workshops for the public. Since 2021, Grace has organized over 33
free public events, including: invasive pulls, native plantings, eco-art workshops, plant walks, lantern festivals
and more! Grace loves to network and share ideas with other stewardship groups. In January 2023, she began
working as Communication Coordinator for ISCMV. In this role, Grace helps with the ISCMV website, social media,
and outreach. She has spearheaded the creation of an online native plant retailer list and a list of stewardship
groups in Metro Vancouver. In her spare time she enjoys reading & photography.

The Glenbrook Ravine Restoration Project - A look at public restoration successes, plant diversity, and
recommendations for future restoration management
Melanie Apps, Prospective Graduate of the Restoration of Natural Systems program, University of Victoria

Melanie will present her school capstone project that took place in 2022 at Glenbrook Ravine Park in
New Westminster. Running since 2017, the Glenbrook Ravine Restoration Project is a community-based
initiative run in partnership with ISCMV, New Westminster Environmental Partners, and the City of New
Westminster with the goal of enhancing this green space for the public to enjoy while also improving the
park's biodiversity. Each year, five public events are held to remove Himalayan blackberry shrubs and
plant native species in their place. Melanie will discuss the project goals for the 2022 year, biodiversity
surveys conducted, a willow staking project that helped to improve the slope's stability, and restoration
recommendations that reflect the effects of climate change we may see in the Lower Mainland. Her
recommended restoration plan will assist potential future project leaders and stakeholders on how to
best manage restoration activities at the ravine in the face of a changing climate that will include hotter
summers with more frequent periods of drought.
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Melanie is a soon-to-be graduate from UVic's Restoration of Natural Systems diploma and currently holds a
Bachelor of Arts degree from UBC. Previously an ESL Instructor who worked abroad and in Vancouver, she
decided to work towards making a career change in 2018 by starting her part-time studies at UVic to work in a
field where she can help restore the landscapes that nurtured her and her family growing up. She currently works
as a Youth Coordinator with the Invasive Species Council of BC where she enjoys organizing stewardship events
for local youth volunteers including invasive species removal, biodiversity surveys, bird counts, and more. In her
free time, Melanie enjoys camping, going on hikes, and doing agility with her dog.

Credit: David R3E

Atmospheric rivers and river invasions: knotweed population increase in the Chilliwack-Vedder River after
the November 2021 floods
David R. Clements, Assistant Dean of the Faculty of Natural and Applied Sciences, Trinity Western University

David will present the results of a 2022 survey of knotweed populations on the Chilliwack-Vedder River.
The survey was done in the wake of the historic flooding in the Fraser Valley in November 2021 caused
by two successive atmospheric rivers. The Chilliwack-Vedder River saw a surge in the discharge of the
river to over 700m3s?, over ten times the mean discharge. Consequently the flooding caused
considerable erosion, changing the course of the river in places and sending large amounts of debris
downriver. There was a five-fold increase in knotweed patches in 2022 compared to 2019 with a large
majority of “patches” single plants originating in the current year. All of this points to the November
2021 flood as a “super spreader event.” David will discuss management implications, including reducing
some large knotweed populations his student survey team recorded in tributaries of the Chilliwack-
Vedder River which likely act as sources for the increasing populations on the river.

David Clements is a plant ecologist based at Trinity Western University in Langley, BC, Canada. His research on
invasive riparian plants, Garry oak ecosystems and climate change has yielded more than 80 scientific
publications. He manages TWU's field research sites: the Ecosystem Study Area, the Blaauw Eco Forest and the
Crow’s Nest Ecological Research Area on Salt Spring Island. As well as teaching ecological courses on the TWU
campus, he teaches field courses on Salt Spring Island and Hawaii. In 2022 he published two edited books,
Persistence Strategies of Weeds and Global Plant Invasions, and is one of the editors of the new Biology of
Invasive Plants series in Invasive Plant Science and Management. He also edits a series on invasive species for
Pacific Science which he helped initiate in 2007. He is actively involved in local stewardship groups and writes
the Green Beat column for the Langley Advance Times newspaper.
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